
haunted and run away in terror.  The four Bremen Town Musicians feel 
so much at home that they decide to live there...happily ever after! 
 
 
 

Dance Movements ..................................................... Philip Sparke 
 
Philip Sparke (b. 1951) studied composition, trumpet, and piano at the 
Royal College of Music in London, where he gained an ARCM. In 
addition to being one of the top composers of contemporary wind band 
literature, his conducting and adjudicating activities have taken him to 
most European countries, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and the 
United States. He runs his own publishing company, Anglo Music 
Press, which he formed in May 2000. In September 2000 he was 
awarded the Iles Medal of the Worshipful Company of Musicians for 
his services to brass bands. 
 
From the composer’s notes: 
Dance Movements was commissioned by the United States Air Force 
Band and first performed by them at the Florida Music Educators’ 
Association Convention in January 1996. It is cast in four movements 
which are played without a break; the second and third feature 
woodwinds and brass, respectively.  In many respects, the 
circumstances of the commission itself were the musical inspiration for 
the piece: I had been asked to write for a very large band, which 
included piano and harp. It was the first time I had used these 
instruments in a concert band score and (as in Stravinsky’s Symphony 
in Three Movements) their presence coloured the score and, indeed, the 
type of music I wrote. The four movements are all dance-inspired, 
although no specific dance rhythms are used. The first has a Latin 
American feel and uses xylophone, cabasa, tambourine and wood block 
to give local colour. The second woodwind movement uses a tune that 
had been plaguing me for some time and is, I suppose, in the style of an 
English country dance. The brass movement was composed without a 
specific dance analogy, but I think it can be seen as a love duet in 
classical ballet. The fourth and longest movement has, I hope, cured me 
of a ten-year fascination, almost obsession, with the music of Leonard 
Bernstein, and I will readily admit that it owes its existence to the 
fantastic dance music in West Side Story. 
I. Ritmico. The opening theme on horns and saxophones is played 
amidst stabbing chords from the top and bottom of the band. A gentler 
theme follows on piccolo and clarinet, followed by the flute, oboe, 
trumpet, harp and glockenspiel. The main motif of the movement then 
arrives, which includes a dotted rhythm, which is to recur at all 
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Haemhouts. He then studied with Ben van Dijk, Jörgen van Rijen, 
Henrik-Jan Renes, Pierre Volders and George Wiegel at the Rotterdam 
Conservatory. In addition to these studies, he has participated in master 
classes and courses with orchestral trombonists from Berlin, Vienna 
and Chicago, as well as with trombone virtuosos Christian Lindberg 
and Michel Becquet. He gained jazz experience with Bart Van Lier and 
Ilja Reijngoud. He has played in many Belgian and Dutch orchestras 
such as the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, the Metropole 
Orchestra and the Radio Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2005 he was a 
member of the World Youth Orchestra during the summer concert trip 
to the People's Republic of China with the conductor Josep Vicent. He 
is also a member of various ensembles such as World Brass, the 
Netherlands Wind Ensemble and the Belgian Copper Offensive. As a 
composer he wrote for famous artists (Ben van Dijk, Henrik-Jan Renes, 
Fritz Damrow) and ensembles (New Trombone Collective and the 
Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra). 
 
Heaven or Hell was written for Martin Schippers and Tomer 
Maschkowski, and was created by combining three separate pieces 
which were originally scored for bass trombone duet alone: Devil’s 
Waltz, Angel’s Tango and Limbo Dance.  Each of those three 
movements contains several original themes, and the themes from the 
first two movements return in the third movement to juxtaposed against 
the new themes of the final movement. 
 
 
 

Music for Winds and Percussion .......................... Elliot Del Borgo 
 
Elliot Del Borgo (1938-2013) was an American composer and educator. 
Dr. Del Borgo held a B.S. degree from the State University of New 
York, an Ed.M. degree from Temple University, and an M.M. degree 
from the Philadelphia Conservatory of Music, where he studied theory 
and composition with Vincent Persichetti and trumpet with Gilbert 
Johnson. In 1973, he was granted the doctoral equivalency by SUNY. 
Del Borgo taught instrumental music in the Philadelphia public schools 
and was professor of music at the Crane School of Music, where he 
held teaching and administrative positions from 1966 to 1995. An 
award-winning member of ASCAP, he was a frequent consultant, 
clinician, lecturer, and adjudicator in the United States and abroad. Mr. 
Del Borgo was an internationally-known conductor of bands and 
orchestras. He was elected to membership in the American 
Bandmasters Association in 1993.  In addition to his music for the 1980 
Olympics in Lake Placid, Del Borgo published nearly 500 
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